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In order to ensure that Arche Noah’s activities comply with the obligations set out in the Nagoya Protocol on 

Access to genetic resources and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from their use, and also 

with the “due diligence” approach set out in the European Regulation No 511/2014 on compliance measures 

for users, we have decided to take several actions, showing our dedication to use and manage crop diversity 

equitably, while also allowing for its revival, conservation, and dissemination in fields and gardens.  

Our Commitment to Benefit-Sharing 

As an organisation committed to both the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, Arche 

Noah is also strongly committed to the equitable use of genetic diversity. We recognise the hard and 

relentless work that lies behind the management of agricultural plant genetic resources, and also uphold the 

need to compensate those who have preserved these resources from times immemorial. As an organisation 

from the wealthy North, putting high emphasis on regional cooperation, we believe in the need to take 

responsibility for History, and are therefore strongly committed to sharing the benefits arising from the use 

of genetic resources.  

That is mainly why Arche Noah has decided to shape a clear ABS policy that could serve as an example for 

other private collections aimed at the conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources, provided that 

the legal landscape allows them to do so. Indeed, the way in which national sovereignty has been exercised 

in Austria, not claiming control and use rights over genetic resources, and not putting private collection 

“under their management and control” under Article 15 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 

Resources, allows us to shape a coherent and dissemination oriented ABS policy.  

Creating a tracking system that supports the dissemination of diversity 

Benefit-sharing does not however happen straightforwardly, as epitomised by the ITPGRFA’s poor attempt 

to redistribute wealth generated from the commercial use of the “crop commons” created through the MLS. 

It is indeed challenging to not only determine the rights and obligations that surround genetic resources, but 

also negotiate clear contracts that can be feasibly drafted and executed within the limits of financial and 

human resources of an organisation, especially one designed not to make profit.  

These difficulties are even more present since Arche Noah, although institutionalised, mostly works within 

informal and participative social norms of cooperation and exchange. They are further impaired by the desire 

not to sacrifice the commitment to the dissemination and revival of forgotten and old varieties and 

populations in the name of rigorous tracking of genetic resources’ uses. Our goal remains to see forgotten 

and endangered plant genetic resources back in fields, gardens and plates.   
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Which concrete steps are being taken? 

Notwithstanding these difficulties, Arche Noah has decided to elaborate a sound and diligent strategy to 

ensure not only compliance with the Nagoya Protocol and its implementing texts, but also ensure that the 

plant genetic resources that pass through its walls are used equitably, in respect of the sovereign rights 

attached to them.  

 A statutory commitment to ABS As a matter of principle, the commitment of Arche Noah to the principles 

of ABS shall be enshrined in the Statutes of the association, with a specific reference to the model Material 

Transfer Agreement that will govern exchange and use of network material, and also ad hoc contracts 

that will complement the Agreement. 

 Information and Communication about ABS: Arche Noah understands the need to inform all users of 

genetic resources that these resources come attached with an important number of rights and 

obligations, now more than ever. One cannot expect efficient compliance without proper understanding 

of the principles of sustainable and equitable use of genetic resources. That is why we are setting up a 

communication and information strategy towards our management, our membership, our partners, and 

also the general public. This strategy will include the publication of information notes, the circulation of 

decision trees and the provision of training to Arche Noah staff, our Seed Guardians, members and 

partners. 

 A light yet operative tracking system based on model contracts: An efficient benefit-sharing mechanism 

starts with the demanding task of establishing a thorough analysis of the current status of genetic 

resources managed by Arche Noah. It then requires to carefully examine applicable law and identify right-

holders. It continues in the careful and comprehensive drafting of contracts containing viral clauses that 

would ensure the negotiation and respect of mutually agreed terms with those who hold the sovereign 

rights over the resources. That is why we are in the process of setting up a database of relevant legislative 

information, and also drafting model contracts that would address ABS issues in the entire and wide array 

of our activities (from the different movements into our Seed Archive to our relationships with nurseries 

and pomologists).  

In the complex, intricate, and also sensitive issue that is the regulation of access to genetic resources and the 

sharing of the benefits arising from their use, Arche Noah wishes to lead by example in the dedicated 

community of seed savers to ensure that crop biodiversity is conserved, used sustainably but also in all 

equity, for past, current and future generations. 

About ARCHE NOAH: 

ARCHE NOAH (Noah’s Ark) is a seed savers association in Central Europe, founded in 1990, with today more than 

14.000 members, who closely and actively follows the process of review of the PRM law and related issues. It is 

politically active in Austria and in Brussels. www.arche-noah.at 

Contact us: Fulya Batur, fulya.batur@arche-noah.at, 32 (0) 484 77 86 18 
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