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Brussels, 29th April 2017 

 

ARCHE NOAH POSITION ON THE FUTURE OF CAP 
 

The European Union’s Common Agricultural Policy (“CAP”) is without contest the largest policy 

to shape the use of agricultural genetic diversity. It shapes farming practices, production 

patterns, commodity markets, but also rural communities. And it is broken. Despite the 

numerous reforms and introduction of environmental considerations, it continues to create 

and support a system that is not only unsustainable for biodiversity and agricultural 

ecosystems, but also for society.  

First and foremost, the CAP promotes production systems that have damaging effects on 

public health, whether through the rise of malnutrition and non-communicable diseases, but 

also on the environment, whether through greenhouse gas emissions, water and soil pollution, 

or the loss of wild and agricultural biodiversity. By remaining a policy largely focused on 

supporting stable prices for consumers, it has failed (and continues to fail) to truly address the 

detrimental patterns in agricultural production and to redress its negative outcomes. In 

addition, it also neglects the underlying causes of the multiple market crises experienced by 

European agriculture in the past decades.  

On the other side of the equation, it also abysmally fails to embrace and support innovative 

practices, whether in agricultural production or marketing, that are sustainable and profitable. 

“Farmers cannot simply be expected to rethink their production model, nor consumers to 

radically reorient their purchasing patterns, without a major shift in the incentives running 

through food systems”1, which starts with the establishment of different political priorities. 

As the primary conductor of European food systems, the CAP thus needs fundamental reform. 

While tweaking certain agricultural practices by lightly reforming some measures of the 

current CAP may address some specific issues (for instance a ban of the use of nitrogen-fixing 

crops in greening measures may favour the more biodiversity-friendly practices that are 

available to farmers), such tweaking will never provide long-term solutions to the systemic 

issues that lie within European agricultural production and policy.  

                                                                 
1 IPES-Food. 2016. From uniformity to diversity: a paradigm shift from industrial agriculture to diversified 
agroecological systems. International Panel of Experts on Sustainable Food systems, http://www.ipes-
food.org/images/Reports/UniformityToDiversity_FullReport.pdf, p.6.  
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Band aids set up in a light reform will wash off at the lightest storm, and will not stand 

the test of time.  

There are however some general lines that the substantial reform should take. Direct 

payments and coupled support currently sustain all the detrimental and historical practices 

that have caused the rupture of the CAP. We believe they should be quickly and completely 

abandoned, and be rethought of inside the pillar of rural development. Greening measures 

currently fail to truly “green the CAP”, and also cause substantial regulatory burden without the 

benefits envisaged. We believe they should be strengthened and become clearer and stricter, 

allowing little divergence in Member States practices except to adapt to bioclimatic conditions. 

For instance, crop diversification measures should open true pathways to the use of 

agricultural plant genetic diversity to its fullest potential, instead of being a half measure that 

is extremely easy to circumvent on the ground.  

The CAP needs to be rewritten from the ground up. Its foundations need to be stronger, and 

take into account the entire range of developments and realities that form European 

agriculture. It should stop favouring and begin dis-favouring a single production model, that of 

input-heavy and export-oriented industrial agriculture, and not turn a blind eye to the 

diversified food production systems that also represent existing European rural communities.  

Only if it becomes a dream to live as an agricultural producer, will next generations of 

farmers be young motivated people, rather than robots. We believe the new CAP should 

feed that dream. 

 




