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General Comments 
 

o ARCHE NOAH welcomes the “New Delivery Model” (NDM) - under which Member 

States (MSs) are given greater responsibility than before in tailoring CAP support to 

objectives. We support the principle of providing public money in return for 

achieving clear goals and therefore make proposals that take this logic further.  

o ARCHE NOAH feels that the proposal lacks a common, Europe-wide vision for the 

CAP and strong instruments capable of maintaining cohesion across the Union. 

The CAP should not be transformed into a mechanism for overseeing 27 national 

policies. We therefore propose ideas strengthening a common vision for the CAP. 

Cross-cutting Issues 

o The proposal ignores the fact that moving towards a results-oriented policy requires 

large-scale public investment to collect baseline data, in sufficient quantity and 

quality, to enable adequate measuring of results for all specific objectives laid out in 

Article 6, notably those related to biodiversity and the environment. 

o We perceive the NDM as a ‘soft law’ approach to policymaking, for which civil society 

participation and public debate and will be more crucial than ever. ARCHE NOAH 

therefore advocates strengthening the governance mechanisms in the proposal. 

 First Pillar 

- Direct Payments (DPs) 

o ARCHE NOAH considers that the moment has come to phase-out large, untargeted 

direct payments (DPs) to farmers. This practice contradicts the principle of the 

NDM (‘public money in exchange for results’).  

o DPs paid out per hectare distort the farming sector, placing pressure on farmers to 

follow specific farming models or behaviour (e.g. increased farm size, monocultures). 

o The CAP must retain an important income support function.  ARCHE NOAH 

therefore calls for the creation of a ‘farmer’s payment’ to replace the two income 

support schemes, payments for young farmers, small farms and coupled support.  

o The ‘farmer’s payment’ would be a flat-rate payment, tied to an objective measure of 

living standards in each Member State (MS), for instance median income. The EU 

would set lower and upper limits for the payment, in percentage terms. It would be 

disconnected from past entitlements and farm size and only paid to natural persons. 
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o The ‘farmer’s payment’ is more than an income support measure. It recognises 

farmers’ role in providing food security and in applying conditionality. It would also 

strengthen farmers’ negotiating power with processors and retailers.  

- Conditionality (SMPs, GAEC) 

o ARCHE NOAH calls for reinfored conditionality. For instance, farmers should be 

required to exhaust all alternatives before resorting to aerial spraying of pesticides. 

- ‘Eco-Schemes’ 

o We welcome the idea of 1st pillar ‘eco-schemes’ as long as Member States are obliged 

to carry out rigorous prior evaluations to calculate their potential benefits. 

 

Rural Development Policy 

- Transfers from Rural Development Policy (RDP) to First Pillar 

o ARCHE NOAH oppose allowing MSs to transfer funds from RDP to the first pillar. 

Rural development is more important than ever. Allowing MSs to further weaken 

RDP contradicts the logic of the NDM, since it is already largely aimed at spending 

public money in return for attaining specific objectives. 

- Farm Advisory Service (FAS), Knowledge Transfer and Training 

o ARCHE NOAH considers that it is crucial to scale-up efforts to improve farmers’ skills 

and knowledge and the quality of advice offered to them.  This is because farming 

systems which perform better in environmental or biodiversity-related terms tend 

to be more knowledge-intense than conventional ones. It is therefore necessary to  

improve the quality of the FAS and to encourage MSs to invest more in these areas. 

- Investments in Physical Assets 

o  ARCHE NOAH considers that investment in physical assets accounts for too large a 

share of the RDP budget, currently representing 22.6% in the EU-28. Public money 

is being used to subsidise individual business decisions or business models. The 

policy should instead concentrate on creating a supportive environment for all 

farmers: investing in advice, basic services and community-led actions that benefit 

rural societies as a whole. In any case, a two-pronged test must be applied to physical 

investments: they must both improve the business position of the farm and have a 

positive effect in environmental/biodiversity-related terms. 

 

About ARCHE NOAH: 

ARCHE NOAH (Noah’s Ark) is a seed savers’ association based in Central Europe. With over 17.000 members and 

supporters, we have over 25 years’ experience in the conservation, development and promotion of crop diversity. 

In our offices in Vienna and Brussels, we work for policies that support a more biodiverse, sustainable agriculture. 

www.arche-noah.at 

Contact us: goncalo.macedo@arche-noah.at, + 32 (0) 497 068396 

http://www.arche-noah.at/

