
 

 
 

 

Unleashing vine biodiversity 

Stop the discrimination of varieties and the paternalism of farmers! 
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The cultivation of traditionally grown grape varieties in many Member States like France, 

Portugal, Italy, Spain, Slovenia, or Austria, under the names of Uhudler, Vino Barrantes, Fragolino 

(amongst others), and with varieties like Isabelle, Noah and others has faced a long-lasting, 

unfair, and unjustified discrimination practice. This discrimination against locally adapted 

and culturally anchored varieties, which are also more environmentally friendly than most of their 

unrestricted counterparts, could and should end through minor amendments to EU Regulation 

1308/2013 establishing a common organisation of the markets in agricultural products (Articles 

62 and 81).  

Firstly, there are no scientific reasons to justify the ongoing anachronistic prohibition which also 

patronizes wine makers and consumers regarding the choice of wine grape varieties they want to 

cultivate or enjoy. These wine grape varieties have been cultivated for decades and are culturally 

anchored into the local heritage of the regions where they are produced and consumed.  

Secondly, these wines are more environmentally-friendly. European wine production is one of 

the biggest consumers of plant protection products which harm people, animals and the 

environment. Europe in addition has a very bad performance in reaching the targets of the EU 

2020 Biodiversity Strategy (and consequently the Aichi Biodiversity Targets committed to at 

the international level). Against these sobering facts, wine grape varieties which can be cultivated 

without any use of pesticides and other plant protection products, surprisingly continue to be 

prohibited in the territory of the European Union.    

Furthermore, the different rationale behind the classification of wine grape varieties, albeit 

historically motivated, are no longer valid today, as the overproduction crises and the time for 

State intervention practices in the wine market are behind us. It is time to let vine producers and 

wine farmers become full entrepreneurs, choosing their cultivation and marketing paths openly. 

In light of these facts, it is clear that the complete prohibition to plant certain wine grape 

varieties, along with their classification in the European Union, are not reasonably justified 

and proportionate. Therefore it is extremely urgent to take the necessary steps to allow a faster 

transition to national wine cultivation systems that have less negative impacts on biodiversity and 

the overall environment, all the while allowing for greater producer and consumer choice. 
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