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New Survey: 80 Percent of Europeans Say NO to Patents on Plants
European Parliament Must Reject New GMO Rules

Schiltern, Brussels — A representative survey conducted in five EU member states shows that over 80
percent of the population rejects patents on plants or animals. Ahead of the decisive vote on new GMO
rules, ARCHE NOAH calls on the European Parliament to listen to Europe’s citizens and prohibit such
patents. “Across Europe the picture is clear: People do not want patents on plants,” says Katherine Dolan of
ARCHE NOAH. “Such patents put even greater control of our food system in the hands of a few corporations.
Members of the European Parliament must step up now - for their constituents, for farmers, and for the small
and medium breeders who keep our food system diverse and resilient”.

The survey was commissioned by the European alliance "No Patents on Seeds!" and conducted by the polling
institute Civey in France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, and Poland. In each country, 1,000 respondents
were asked four questions. The strongest support — more than 90 percent — is for the statement that
diversity in plant breeding and our food supply is important. Almost as many respondents (88%) agree that
protecting humans and the environment must be given particular consideration in the granting of patents
on GMOs and in their market approval. Further, 75 percent reject patents on plant traits that occur naturally
orarise at random.

By patenting plants, corporations secure exclusive rights to the use of important traits in food plants, such as
a virus resistance or heat tolerance. This threatens classical plant breeding by blocking access to the
biological material necessary to develop new varieties for farmers. “Patents further cement the power of
dominant seed corporations and endanger diversity in plant breeding and food production,” warns Katherine
Dolan. The German Farmers' Association and the German Plant Breeders' Association also raised alarm in a
joint paper with the organic sector and church representativesin 2025.

The reason for the large-scale representative survey: In mid-May the EU Parliament is expected to vote on
the new EU NGT Regulation. The Parliament originally advocated for drastically limiting patents on plants —
only transgenic plants from "old genetic engineering" should remain patentable. However, the final text of
the regulation, after the trilogue negotiations, contains no binding measures on patents. “The final text goes
against the will of majority of the population and the position of the European Parliament. If Members of the
European Parliament adopt the requlation in its current form, they will ignore the interests of European farmers and
their own voters,” says Katherine Dolan of ARCHE NOAH.

Link to the study: https://www.no-patents-on-seeds.org/en/survey
Joint statement of the German associations (in German): https://www.bdp-

online.de/de/Branche/Patentschutz/2025-06-12_ Positionspapaier Biopatente final komplett.pdf
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