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EU Seed Law: Europe Must Not Repeat the Mistakes of 2014
Currently, the last trilogue meeting is scheduled for 21 April 2026

Schiltern, Brussels — Next week, on 21 April, the final scheduled trilogue negotiation for the new EU seed
law is on the European Union's political calendar. The Austrian seed organisation ARCHE NOAH warns of
massive setbacks — and that the mistakes that led to the failure of a modern reform of seed law in 2014
could be repeated. “The lesson from 2014 is not that seed law reform is impossible. The lesson is that any
reform that ignores the diverse realities of the European farmers and gardeners, who work tirelessly to save

and share Europe’s crop diversity, will fail,” says Paul Grabenberger, seed law expert at ARCHE NOAH.

In 2014, an attempt to standardise Europe’s highly diverse seed sector, without accounting for different
crops, stakeholders and seed systems, eroded trust among farmers and consumers and ultimately collapsed
in the European Parliament. 80 percent of MEPs voted against the proposal. The reasons were political: key
decisions were pushed into opaque “delegated acts”, shifting power from Parliament to the Commission
and weakening democratic oversight. Combined with a one-size-fits-all approach to the various forms of
agriculture in EU member states, the result was a proposal that favoured the seed industry while ignoring

how seed systems actually work.

The proposal for the new seed law from 2023 exists in a different context. Europe is facing increasing climate
shocks, ecological destruction, and dependencies in its food system. Conservation varieties, ecologically
diverse material, and organic, farmer-led breeding are therefore crucial. Set within the broader European

Green Deal agenda, the Farm to Fork strategy explicitly identifies seed diversity as central to building resilient food

systems in the face of the climate crisis.

The European Parliament's current position on the new seed law demonstrates an awareness of past
mistakes. Nevertheless, significant risks remain in the ongoing negotiations. Agriculture ministers are
ignoring the importance of flexible national frameworks. They are relying heavily on delegated and
implementing acts with little transparency. While exceptions exist, these remain too complex and
burdensome, especially for small and regional farmers and breeders. Furthermore, they carry the risk that
standardisation and control will take precedence over crop diversity and access to seeds. Numerous civil
society organisations are warning of this risk. In joint letters and in the "Raise our Forks" petition, which has

rallied over 200,000 signatures, they have consistently called for a clear course correction.

"To avoid repeating the failure of 2014, the new seed legislation must actually enable seed diversity, democratic
control, and rules tailored to the realities of European agriculture,”" says Paul Grabenberger of ARCHE NOAH. A
regulation that restricts precisely those seed systems necessary for resilient agriculture undermines the most

important objectives—and threatens another failure.
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