
SITUATION IN CROATIA

c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  b e s t  p r a c t i c e  e x a m p l e s



UNDERSTANDING CONTEXT

STATE OF SEED PRODUCTIONAND 

MARKETING IN CROATIA

SEED PRODUCTION AND 
BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION

CONVENTIONAL SEED 
PRODUCTION CONSERVATION 

VARIETIES

VARIETIES FOR 
GROWING UNDER 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS
AND OPEN POLLINATED 
VARIETIES 



CONVENTIONAL AND ORGANIC SEEDS

Åseed production on around 30 000 ha ðmainly grains

Ånegative trends in production ðproduction area decreased by 
20% in 2015.

Åvegetable seed production on around 20ha ðalarming! >>> most 
of the  vegetable seeds available to farmers comes from import

Ålocal companies are dominating 

the market in grain seeds 

production although all the big 

seed companies are present at 
the market 

Åin organic seed production only 

few producers ðalmost all the 

seeds available is imported



CONSERVATION VARIETIES

Åonly 17 conservation varieties on a National catalogue

Åquantity and geographic restrictions

Årelatively simple precedure but historical evidence is 
reqired



PROTECTION OF PLANT GENETIC 

RESOURCES

ÅNagoya protocol

ÅNational gen bank ð10 locations, working group s

Åmainly ex-situ co llections and lack of in -situ conservation



VARIETIES FOR GROWING UNDER SPECIAL 

CONDITIONS AND OPEN POLLINATED VARIETIES

Åaround 10 organizations (NGO -s, informal initiatives ), 
small scale family farmers, organic farmers, schools...

Åcrowdsourcing resources ðseed networks

Åsupport is needed !



LEGAL FRAMES

Law on Seeds, Planting Material and 
Registration of Varieties of Agricultural Plants

11 regulations that follow 
EU directives - Regulations 
on the marketing of : beet seeds, 
tobacco seeds, vegetable 
seeds, vegetable planting 
material, seeds of oil and fiber 
plants, cereal seeds, potato 
seeds, fodder plant seeds,
material for the vegetative
multiplication of grapevine , fruit
p lant p ropagating material and 
fruit p lants intended for fruit
p roduction , ornamental plant 
reproductive material

- Regulation on 
conservation
varieties

- Regulation on the 
Conservation and 
Utilization of Plant 
Genetic Resources 
and Operation and 
Organisation of Plant 
Gene Bank for 
Agricultural Plants

- Regulation on 
Registration of Varieties 
in the List of Varieties

- Regulation on 
recognition of plant
varieties

- other regulations in
production and import 
control

- Regulation on 
Registration in the 
Registry of Suppliers, 
Laboratories and 
Samplers of Agricultural 
Seeds and Propagating 
Material.



DEROGATIONS IN EUDIRECTIVES THAT SUPPORT 

BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION

odstupanje BE BG CZ DE DK ES GR HR HU IE PL RO SL SW UK FR

aimed at commercial exploitation ããããx ãããx ãx ããx ãã

to preserve genetic diversity ããããããããããx ããx ãã

Ornamental ãããããããããããããããã

less stringent requirements for seeds of minimal economic

importance

x ãx x ãããx x x x x x x ãx

Trials & experiments ãããããããããããããããã

Local circulation ããx ãx ããx ããx ãããx x

Small quantities marketed to the final consumer 

(derogation to operatorõs obligations)

ããããããx ãx x ãããããã

Small quantities marketed to the final consumer = 

derogation to official label

ãããããããx ãããããããx

Small packages ãããããx ãããx x x ãããx

No registration Vine, ornamen tal, fruits ? ããx x ? ããããã? ããã?



LESS STRINGENT REQUIREMENTS FOR SEEDS OF 

MINIMAL ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE

Åcan be s a led only in small packages

Åwording is used in Regulation on 

marketing of conservation varieties 

but it is not mentioned in other 

regulations and the seed law

ăIn order to ensure the sustainable use of plant genetic 

resources, varieties with no intrinsic value for commercial crop

production but developed for growing under particular conditions 

(varieties developed for growing under particular conditions)

should be grown and marketed even where they do not comply 

with the general requirements as regards  the acceptance of

varieties and the marketing of seedó



LOCAL CIRCULATION

Åallows less bureaucracy for 

selling seeds directly at the 

local lever which benefits small 

scale family farmers and 

gardeners, especially senior 

farmers who keep the most of 

the traditional seeds and 

knowledge

Åcurrently it is allowed for 
seedlings but not for seeds

ăMember States may exempt small producers exclusively 

marketing to non professional final users on the local market 

from labelling and from checks and official inspections ó



SMALL QUANTITIES MARKETED TO THE FINAL 

CONSUMER = DEROGATION TO OFFICIAL LABEL

ăMember States may, for the marketing of small quantities to the 

final consumer, provide for derogations from the provisions of 

paragraph 1 in respect of packaging, sealing and marking .ó

Åofficial labeling cost and creates additional bureaucratic 

burden to small scale producers , diverting them from 

protecting plant genetic resources


