
4 Myths about Patents 
and NGTs – Debunked!

Why we must urgently stop patents on seeds



• Globally, including in countries where NGTs are already deregulated (UK, US, Canada etc.), there are only 2 
NGT plants being grown by farmers in the fields, but ~2000 patents have been filed on NGT plants.

• A few months to improve the NGT compromise text and respect the Parliament’s position would not delay 
practical solutions on the field. None of the NGTs currently cultivated contribute to resilience or 
sustainability.

• Source: SCBT-
CENTREDOC: https://www.ige.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/recht/national/e/IPI%20CRISPR%20IPLandsca
pe%20Plants%20202…pp. 8, 25)

• Source: ENGA 
Report: https://www.enga.org/fileadmin/user_upload/New_GMOs_Report_Edition_02_2026.pdf, pp. 
4)

Myth 1: „We cannot risk delays on the NGT file because it would delay solutions 
for farmers.”

Debunked: „There are no solutions ready, but there are many patents.“
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• The European Commission‘s own study on NGTs and patents concludes: „For many breeders - especially 
SMEs - the growing complexity of patent landscapes raises the cost of freedom-to-operate analyses and 
may prevent them from using certain genetic material to avoid patent infringement risks. Licensing is 
essential for facilitating access to patented traits and technologies. Yet, it is resource-intensive and could 
potentially even become prohibitive when a variety contains multiple stacked patents. Typically, larger 
firms can manage these costs better, while smaller breeders risk exclusion. Over time, such a scenario 
could lead to accelerated market concentration.“ (Source: supporting-innovation-in-the-eu-
bioeconomy-through-ET0125191ENN.pdf p. 17)

• A memo from the French Embassy in the US describes that NGT technology „ultimately remains the 
preserve of large firms. SMEs wishing to develop innovative varieties are forced to enter into licensing 
agreements with these multinationals, at high costs”. (Source: https://infogm.org/en/gmo-ngt-a-
memo-from-the-french-embassy-in-the-united-states-ignored-by-the-government/)

Myth 2: „We need patents to stimulate innovation”​”

Debunked: „Patents on plants hinder innovation, because they block access to 
the biological material that is necessary to develop new varieties.“ 

„There is already a bespoke IP system for promoting innovation in plant 
breeding: plant variety protection.“
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• New patenting strategies accepted by the European Patent Office include:

• patents on products comprised of conventional plants such as silage or beer = directly impacting 
farmers and consumers

• patents on processes (e.g. „growing seeds into plants” ) that effectively bring all uses by farmers 
and breeders under the patent.

• patents on native gene variants – plants with these variants found in existing breeding lines fall 
under the patent if they are selected on the basis of these genes.

• In 2025, "No Patents on Seeds" reported around 40 international patent applications explicitly targeting 
conventionally bred food plants.

• Source (1): new report by No Patents on Seeds!: https://www.no-patents-on-seeds.org/en/EU-patents

• Source (2): Arche Noah paper on maize patent: https://www.arche-noah.at/media/kws_background.pdf

Myth 3: “There are no patents on native traits or conventional plants in 
Europe.”

Debunked: “There are patents on native traits, products like silage and uses of 
conventional plants that effectively make all uses fall under the patent.”
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• A study by the global PR firm Edelman concludes: Public trust in effective regulation is 
crucial for the acceptance and implementation of innovations in society (1)

• A recent survey shows that 80% of citizens reject patents on plants and living organisms 
(2).

• A rushed and poorly designed NGT compromise will lead to less acceptance and uptake, 
as well as erode the trust of your voters.

• Source (1): https://www.edelman.com/sites/g/files/aatuss191/files/2024-
02/2024%20Edelman%20Trust%20Barometer%20Global%20Report_FINAL.pdf

• Source (2):  Representative survey commissioned by No Patents on Seeds! https://www.no-
patents-on-seeds.org/en/survey

Myth 4: “We need deregulation to bring innovation to the EU.”

Debunked: “Public trust in regulation is needed to bring innovation into 
society.”
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